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Balm in Gilead | to heal | Sions Wounds : | [title 8ame as the preceding one]. 
12mo. pp- (5), 3-20. ['Two copies. ] 


Collation the 8ame as in the edition of 1669, as far as page 20; below 


'*© Finis” on that page, a notice of Wigglesworth's ©* Meat out of the Eater”? 


going to the press. t 
Pro: .29>, IX. 28S: ) 54 


For a critical account of the differences between the two 
editions, the first printed in 1669, s8ee page 274. At the end 
of this 8ermon (page 20), is the following advertisement, which 
does not appear in the first edition : — 


'T\Here is now going to the Press sundry excellent and divine Poems, | en- 

tituled, Meat out of the Eater ; or, Meditations concerning the | Necessty, 

#nd, and Vsefulness of A fictions unto Gods Children; All | tending to pre- 

pare them for, and comfort them under the Cross. By Michael | Wigglesworth. 
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New- Plimouth, 0Hobty 26,1669, 


His Court taking into their conſideration the uſefulneſs and 
ſcaſonableneſs of this Sermon, do commend the ſame to 
all rhe Churches and People of God in'this Juriſdition , for 
thcir {erious peruſall and improvementzmm the Lord, And do 
therefore Order the publiſhing thereof; _ 
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Nathaniel Morton Secretary, 
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_—_— Sermon apd pious Labour of the Reverend Servant of the 
Lord, Mr. Thomas Walley; being peruſed, i allowed, as con- 
ſenting #0 the healing Word of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the dotrine 
which tis according to godlineſs, and worthy to be improved by all 
forts in New-England, as a. ſoveraizn, Remedy of divers Maladies ; 
FVherenpon & juſtly adaed 


Imprimatur, 


Charles Chauncy. 
Thomas Shepard, 
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| To the Honoured; - | 
Governour of New Plimouth Colony in New-Enzland ; 
AND 


T he Worſhipfull his Aſsiftants. 


Honoured Patriots, 


\ FT Hen you were pleaſed to Call me to Preach this publick © 
Sermon, I muſt confeſs by reaſon of my inſufficiency 
/ for ſuch a Work, andacrowd of buſineſs that then I 
| 8 was in, I could not reoyce in it , but I looked upon the 


Call as a Call from God, and therefore ſubmitted to it, knowing that God 
doth oftcn n(e weak, and Worthliſs Inflruments, that the glory might be his, 
and not ours : and was the further encouraged, becauſe I have found you like 
Hezekiah, ſpeaking comfortably to thoſe that teach the guod knowleage of the 
Lord, The Printing of this Sermon was far from my thoughts, both 1m 
Studying and Preaching of it. 1 aare not (ay the matter ts uſeleſs, but muſt 
confeſs the dreſs to be too unncomely, and will xever be liked, if it come to the 
eyes of thoſe that ave either curious or captions, 1 conceive the reaſun wh 
yore ordered the Printing of it , Was, Becauſe you judged it a ſeaſonable 
Word, and therefore thought it would be profitable ,, and indred the timing of 
things to their proper ſeaſon, us one of#he higheſt ats of prafticall Wiſaome. 
T did the more readily conſent to the Printing of it, that I might not have the 
leaſt C enſure from thoſe that, from my ſtlf, and all Gods pecple, deſerve ( 
much hononr. Though in this Sermon my Weakneſs is expoſed to publick 
view, yet if God may have honour, and any Soul profit, and 1 may be at", 
counted obedient to you that are our Rulers, I am (atisfied, 1 do acconnt it ©* 
a great mercy that we bave ſuch Rulers, that we may more ſafely publiſh 


Truth, then conceal it : if we conceal it, We fall into the hands of God; bus © 
if-we publiſh it , we are us* 1 danger of falling inta the hands of men, + 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, ; 


T he deſign of this Sermon is the Uniting of the People of God, for the 
rounds of ſome Churches bleed, if not feſter, Worthy Senators, 7 may 
boldly publiſh for the honour of God and your honour, That ſuch hath been 
Jorr labour of love it the Churches, that you ſeem to take more aclight in 
the Unity of the Churches, then in being Magiſtrates, This Sermon was 
once in your Ears, it's now in your Eyes, I deſire the Lord may keep it in 
our Hearts, it may be it is providentially Printcd for that end, As for 
my ſelf, I know all are not Bezaleels or Aholiabs, and that he that is but 
a poor Labourer, and brings Stone and Morter to the Bulding, is acceptea of 
God, My hearty arfire is, That you, our Honoured Governour and Ma- 
giſtrates, may be called The Repairers of breaches, The Reſtorers of 
' paths to dwell 1n, The Joy of many Generations, which is the earn: ſ# 
: Prayer of him that is your daily Remembrancer at the T hrone of Grace, and 
who is | 


Your moſt humble Servant, and leG then 
the leaſt of all Saints, 


T homas I alley. 
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JEREM. 8, 22, 


1s there no Balm in Gilead? ws there no Phyſician there ? Why then is. 
not the health of the daughter of my people recovered? 


97 N this Chapter you may ſee what an evil and bitter thing Sin 1s, it 
= will not be that ar Jait which it 15 at fir{t, cthovgh it be Honey ar firſt, 
| it will be Gall at Jaſt, ic will be bitrernels in the {utter end + It makes 
m perſons unhappy both alive and dead , when living, it turns them 
out of their Houſes; and when dead, out of their Graves, as in ver. x, 
of this Chapter, 

What woful work hath Sin wade in the world ? what incurable wounds 
hath it given to Kingdomes, Countries, Churches and Families ?.the moſt 
deſtroying Judgements, Famine, Peſtilence, War, Captivity, are the bitter 
fruics of Sin : it Jayes a People under Spiritual Judgements, provokes 
God to depart, and opens door to all woe and miſery. 

In this Chapter you finde God threatning, the Prophet lamenting the 
dreadful evils that were coming upon dah and Zeru{alem, and when he 
would comfort himſelf, his heart fainted; when 1 world comfort my ſelf 
againſt ſorrow, my heart is faint in we, Ver.18, the reaſon was, he ſaw 
that the people were reſolved to go on in their fn, that God was reſolved 
ro £0 on inthe way of his Judgements, ver.6, compared with ver.1 3, 

The Prophet wonders, is even a{toniſhed, that a people that have fo 
great Mercies, ſhould be in danger of ſo great Miſeries : They had agvod 
God, and a food K ing , Vver.19. Is not the Lova in Zinn? is neat her Kin 
tn her ? God was not as yet departed, I's probable 72h at preſent 
was their King, not as yet removed by death; it may be ſuppoſed 
that this part of the Propheſi2 relates to the time of his Reign, tor he 
prophelied from the thirteenth year of his Reign, to the time of the Ca- 
ptivity, /er.1. 2,3. This people will not part with their graven Images 
and ſtrange vanities, theretore God will depart from them, and be a 
ſtranger to them. 

In ver.20. the Prophet ſhews them what will be the fruit of. their folly 
iQ truſting to falſe Prophets, and relying upon their Pred:Rions, at laſt 
they 


4 "Balm in Gilead 

they ſhall deſpair of help, and cry out, The harvift & paſt, the Summer 
z ended, and we are not ſaved, the time ſet by theſe falſe Prophets for de- 
liverance was paſt, but they were not delivered. 

In the Text the Prophet being in great amazement of ſpirit, paſſionate- 
ly puts forth three Queſtions : 

1. Is there no BalminGiltad ? 
2. Ts there no Phyſician there ? 
3. Why then ts not the health of the aaughter of my people recovered ? 

The two firſt of theſe Queſtions do not come from any doubr, but do 
ftrongly affirm that there was Balm in Gi/ead, and that there were Phyſi- 
cians there : The third Queſtion is, why then is not the health of the dangh- 
ter of my people recovered ? What is the reaſon that ſuch admirable Helps 
ſhould be no more helpful ? that Gileads Balm and Gileads Phyſicians 
ſhould be ſo unſucceſsful > This was wonderful, that while Sox had ſuch 
proper and precious Means for her Recovery, her Wound ſhould gan- 

Srene and become incurable, 

By Gil:ad, 15 mcant either a City ſo called, Hoſea 6 8. Gilead is 4 City 
of them that work iniquity, 1t was a City of the Levites, the molt famous 
inall the Land of Gilead, the whole Country took its Name from ir : 
Or elſe by Gilead, 1s meant the whole Land and Country of Gilead, which 
was 0n the other {ide Fordan, and did belong to the Rerbenites and 214- 
naſſites, 2 KingS 10.33, This Country of Gilead abounded with Balm : 
the Ihmaclites that bought f oſeph were Carrying Balm from Gilral to E- 
oypt, Gen.37.25. and the daughter of Egypt is bid co fetch Balm fron 
Gilead, EzeK.27.17. which notes, That the moſt precious and ſoveraign 
Balm was there: as it grew in the Land of Gilead, fo it was chiefly ſold 
in the City of Glead. | 

In former times there was no Balm in all the world of ſuch account as 
this Balm, Phny faith, Balſamum u#i terrarum 7 ndew conceſſum,as though 
ir were a bleſlins vouchſafed to Fxdea onely : They traded with it to 
Tyre, that Merchandizing City, that then had the Trade of the. World, 
and ſent it far and near. One faith of this Balm, ic was Afedicina arfficil- 
limorem Adorborum, A Medicine to heal the moit difficult Diſeaſes, All 
Nations mult be behiolding to 1/-ae/ for Balm , noting, That all che World 
ſhould be beholding to the Church for Healch, 

And as there were the be? Balm in Gilead, fo there were the be Phyſ;- 
ciaps there: uſually thoſe Countrics that abound with the beit Medicines, 
have the moſt and belt Phylictans, 

That which the Spiric of God teils us here, is, 1, That Fiov was 
{CK 


C————_—— RT _—__— 


ſick, 2, That $io» had the beft and moſt proper Means for her Reco- 
yery ; the beſt Balm, the beſt Phyſicians, 3. That though $50» had all 
theſe Means, yet (he was not recovered. 


Hence the DoQtrine is, | 
T hat ſometimes a People may be fick , and though they have the moſt 
proper and ſutable Means of Health, yet no Means may be rffefuall 
for their Recovery, 


Thus it may be with Nations, Countries, Churches, they may have 
ſickneſs in them, and though all Means be preſent for their Recovery, 
yet they may remain not healed of their ſickneſs. 

Let us confider what Means this People of 1/-ac! had from time to time 
to recover them from their Sicknefles. 

r.. They had the Prophets of God with them early and late, 2 Chron.36. 
15,16. At this time they had-the Prophet Feremiah, the Prophec Ezekiel, 
who faichfully diſcovered to them their Sickneſſes, their Danger, and the 
Remedy, yet they were not healed : Theſe Prophets were continued to 
them nll the deſtruction of the Ciry and Temple. 

2. They had the Ordinances of God, his healing Ordinances,and ſcarcely 
at any time in more purity then in the dayes ot ofah, yer their hearts 
mm afcer the (ins of AZanaſſeh, the Abominations that were ſet up in 

is Reign, 

3. They had a good King , 7ofiah was their King : you have an account 
of his goodneſs, 2 Chrox,34,35 Chap. when he was but in the eighth year of 
his reign, he began to ſeek after the God of his father David, Chap. 34.3, 
and in the tweltth year of his reign he put forth his utmoſt endeavours for 
a thorongh-Reformation, calt out falſe Worſhip, ſec up the true Worſhip 
of Gad, laboured to ſettle every thing in the Houſe of God according to 
the minde of God, and yet this people were not healed, It is obſerye- 
able, That in the ewelfrh year of Fofiah the publick Reformation began, 
and in the thirteenth year this Prophet is ſent from the Lord to call upon 
them to pat away their abomination*, that they may nst be removed ont of his 
fight , bur all Means proves ineffc.tual, their hearts g0 after cheir Idols, . 
they are not healed. ns 
| 4, Theyhada gurdGod, God was not as yet departed from them, he 
was in $07, and would have healed them, Ez:k.24.13. beſtowed purging 
Means npon her. but ſhe would not be Healed. 

_. 50 when 1ſrael went out of Fgypr, they fell into-many Sickneſſes in the 
Wilderneſs; they had the proper Means tor their Recovery, they bad 
B Moſes 
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6 | Balm in Gilead 
Moſts for their King and Prophet, they had Aro» the Lords High 
Prieſt , they had the Ark of God, the Ofdinances' of God, yet they 
provoked the Lord, contemned the: Means of their healing , - mur- 
mured at their Phylicians , they were not healed, and therefore they con- 
ſumed their dayes in vanity, and their years in trouble, Plal.7$.33. Their car- 
Caſes fell in the Wilderneſs, Numb, 14. 32. 

When they came into the Land of Canaay, and: were filled with the 
bleſi11gs ot God, there they ſurferted, and fell into- divers Diſeaſes, they 
waxca fat, and began to bick , Deut. 32.15, When they were poor, then 
they were hungry, and mwrmured at God , when they were rich, then they 
grew proud, a4 /ightly eſtcemed the Rock of their Salvation.,, The Lord. 
ruſted them wich healing Means, followed them with merciful Providen- 
ces, yet they were not healed, or if they had any preſent healing, they 
quickly relapſed again : Amos 4.6,7. to the end of the Chap. the Lord'deals 
with Iſracl by Judgements one atter another, yer they are not healed. 

When Chriſt came into the world, he found Chzrch and State ſick, both 
quite out of order , he was a skilful, yea rhe beſt Phyſician, and would 
have healed them, they had the beft Means that ever people had, and yet 
they were not healed. 

And the Apoltles of Chriſt,though they were eminent Inſtruments in the 
hands of God, and did much in other Countries, yet could do hitle in their 
own Country for the healing of the daughter of Sion. 

I ſhall now give you the Reaſons, 7hy-a people that are ſich, and have 
the biſt Means for Recovery, yet ave not recovered, | 

_ Reaſ. 1. Becauſe oft-rimes the Nifeaſes of Kingdomes, Countries and 
Churches are fo occulc and hid, thac the wiſeſt of Phyſicians cannot ftinde 
them out :. Hence it comes to paſs, that a people periſh, or continue (ick,. 
becauſe they do not finde out the reaſon of their ſickneſs , for the fm of 
Achan things went ill- with che Army of Iſrael, Foſs. 7. and* it was hid: 
from 70/44 and che people, ti!l' God revealed it. In Davis time, tne Fa- 
mine cominued.long, and the reaſon was not Known, tif God diſcovered 
it ro be for the fin of Sx] in ſlaying the Gibeoniter, 2 Sam.21., As ſecfet. 
ſin in the heart cauſes decays of grace,{ here, Many rimes God in aft 
inghath an aim ar a particular fin,and i.'s hard to find our what the {in 18, . 
. Rea/. 2. Becauſe: fometimes che Difeaſe is old, and deepty rooted, 
grown Malignant and Peſtilenrial ; when a people are hardned'and rooted 
in, their evils, they grow: incnreable, fer.13.23. Can the e/Ethiopicn 
ch.mme his bin, or the Feopard Tus foots ? then may ye alfo do good, that are 
accnFomed:to do.cvil.. Cuſtom in {in hinders the cure of ir it makes fin my 
cf's 


for Stens Wounds. 7 


leſs then formerly it.did, it ſears the Conſcience, makes perſons ſecure; 

| Reaſ. 3. Becauſe of the opmion of the Patient ; Someumes a ſick peo- 
ple think chey are well, and haye no need of any Phyſicians , they are not 
ſenſible of their ſickneſs ; hence Phyſtcians are of no value with them; 
and it is not Gods way to bleſs the beſt Means to thoſe thar flight them ; 
if a people con;emn Magiftracy and Miniſtry, though they are Gods 
Ordinances, yer God'is pr ovoked to withhold-his bleſli»gs from them, ſo 

hat they cannot prevent the ruine and deſtruction of a proud, wilful and 
hubborn people, that endeavour to exalt themſelves above the Lord and 
his Appointments. 

Reaſ. 4. Becauſe when Means are uſed to cure the Diſeaſe thatis moſt 
viſible, ſome other Diſeaſe appears chat is more dangerous, and proves 
an Impediment to the. Cure, ſo that the ſickneſs inereaſes and becomes 
mortal, When God would have healed 7/rae/, the iniquity of Ephraim 
appeared, Hoſ.7.1, Some think it refers to the time of Fehz's Reign, who 
was anointed in Gilead the City of Chirurgions, and was the Chirurgion 
of thoſe Times ; bur when he was buſie in the work of the Lord, de- 
ſtroying Baal and his Worſhips, then the iniquity of the ten Tribes 
appeared, which are called Ephraim, and the wickedneſs 'of Samaria, 
which was the Head of Ephraim, Bur what wickedneſs, and what iniquity 
did rhey diſcover ? Surely it was their love to the (in of Zeroboam, their 
loveto the Calves, ſo that the work of-Reformation was at a ſtand, and 
1ſ-ael was not healed, Many perſons never diſcover the wickedneſs of 
their hearts, till] God gives them the Means of healing : When God 
brings Means home to them, their wounds and ſores begin ro ſmart, 
and they are enraged more then ever, and it may be ſuch fins break 
forth, as they themſelves never thought were in their hearts, 

Reaſ. 5. Becauſe thoſe thar are ſick hearken to Monntrbanks, rather 
then ro experienced and tryed Phyticians, The Jews in their ſick eſtate 
had the falſe Prophets in high eſteem, but perſecured the true, and this 
became the ruine of their Church and Stare : they looked upon the Lords 
 Prqphets as the cauſe of all cheir troubles; :and hearkened to thoſerhat 

poiſoned them in ſtead of healing them , this was the temper of the peo« 
ple in 7eremiahs time, .” 

Reaſ. 6, Becauſe ſometimes God is ſo provoked, that he will bleſs no 
Means to a people : becauſe'of a peoples conrempt of thoſe Means God 
hath affrded them, therefore all Means are wichour effe for their good; 
that Word that was wont to he mirhty and pow? ful, hecomes a dead ward, 
doth not quicken, it becomes he ſatqorr of death to death, 2 Cor.2.15.. ” 


B 2 Ref. 
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Reef. 7. Sometimes thoſe that are ſick are not healed, Becauſe the Phy- 
ſficians chemſelves cannor agree about the Means for Cure, one ſaith, hrs 
7 the Diſeaſe, another That , and one faith, This muſt be the Cure,another 
That : Some think the Dſcaſe not dangerous, ſome think the way to 
cure it is to ler the ſick Patient do what he will, and have what he will ; 
this is either groſs 1gnorance, or deſigned wickedneſs , others think, that 
the Diſeaſe can be cured by no other Means but violent Xeans, for ſome 
are cruel Phyſicians, Diſagreement amongl(t thoſe that ſhould be Healers, 
ts a great hindrance of the health of the daughter of Sion. 

USE 1. This DoCtrine diſcovers to us, That we have cauſe to fear 
that onr condition 15 but ſad this day, for our cafe looks like the caſe of 
this people that the Prophet ſpeaks of : We have Gilcads Batm,and Gileads 
Phyſicians, and yet weare a fick people, we have the Means of healing 
amongl(t us, that Means that is proper and ſutable, and yet we continue a 
wounded and weak people. What Means can a people have more for 
Cure, then we have? God ts yet in our $50, we have healing Ordinan- 
ces, the Preaching of the Goſpel, the Seals of the Covenant of Grace; 
Magiſtrates that would heal the Sickneſſes of Sion, and Miniſters that 
mourn for the hurt of the daughter of Sox. 


Snrely this day New-England is (ick, the Country is a ſickly Country x 
the Country is full of healchful Bodies, but ſick Souls. 

- Ifhall name two or three of the Niſeaſes that reign amongſt us, and 
do moſt miſchief, 

1, The Letharoy, a cold ſfeepy Diſeaſe, there ſeems to be an inſen- 
{ibleneſs of {11 and danger : Faithis dead, and Love 1s cold, and Zeal 1s 
gore, the Wiſe and the fooliſh Virgins ſeem to be all aſleep, 1n a-deep ſleep 
of Security : The power «of godlineſs decayes, the Trumpet ſounds, the 
Alarm 1s given, yet the: molt {leep on, 

O ye Chriſtians that are nor quite aſteep ! do not you percetve that the 
toveof the moſt of the Profeſſors of Religion is grown cold to Chriff, 
to Frath, to Ordinances, tO one another ? and that which renders our caſe 
the more ſad, is, that neither the zPord of God, nor the Rod of God awa- 
kens us ; though we ſee that Satan is bulie, yer we are idle: indeed when 
Saints do leaſt good, the Devil doth moſt kurt ; while they fleep, he 1s 
awake, Itis to be feared, that we ſhall be awakened in fome dreadful 
way, by ſome ſudden and expeRted Tempeſt of divine Wrath. A LZaoas- 
cean frame of ſpiric is hateful to God, Rev.z.15,16. of ba 

2. There 1s a Burnins Feaver amonp(t us, a Fere of Coxntention 1h 
Towns, ka Churches ;, Fuell is laid upon this Fire daily ;; What Tornge 
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what Churchs there that is free from this Diſeaſe ? the work of; Con- 
tention is followed, as though it were the work of 'o#r day, as though we 
had nothing elſe to do, Many through the pride of their hearts are 
very unquiet, and cannot be content in the places God hath ſet.them in, 
bur ſtrive for Maſtery, Dominion and Rule, forgetting that counſel of 
the Apoſtle, My brethren, be not many Maſters, Jam, 3. 1, This comes 
f-om Pride and Self-love ; Proud Nature is: diſcontented with, the con- 
di:ion that God hath put manin. The great reaſon why many are Vn- 
quiet, 18, becauſe: they do not think they are high enongh. either in the 
Church or in the Common- wealth, The 'Coxtentions and Diviſions that 
areamongſt us, area ſign that luſt reigns, and that Gods deſtroying 
Jadgements are not farre off, This Fire of Contention will. conſume all, 
except God-prevent. MEFE PREe WT: 26h; 

2. Alany are poſſeſſed with an Evil ſpirit, It's obſerved, that when 
Chriſt came into the world there were more poſſeſſed with Evil Spirits, 
then had been in any Age: and it 1s to be wondred at, that in this time, 
in which the Goſpel 1s ſo clearly Preached, and Religion ſo much pro- 
f:ſſed, that ſo many ſhould be poſſeſſed with Evil Spirits. DEF 

Some, with a Spirit of Oppreſſion, Cruelty and 'Covetonſneſs , ſome, with 
a Spirit of Errour and Deluſ6on , ſome, with a Spirit of Envy and Fealone 
others are filled with Pride. heart und manners: Wayit ever worſe among 
the Jews, then it is wich us ? That winch'is threatned as a fore Judgement 
£o the Jews, 1s ina great meaſure f#/f/{zd among us this day, 1/a.3. 5. 
T he people ſhall be oppreſſed, every one by another, and every one by has 'neigh> 
bogr , the childe ſhall behave himſelf proudly ag ainſt thei Ancient, and the 
baſe againſt the Honourable, Many of ' the Children of this generation, 
if chey conſider their carriage to their Parents, will have little cauſe to 
expe much obedience from their Children, and are like in their latter 
years to reap the fruit of their preſent diſobedience to their Parents. Oh 
how ſad is it, «that there ſhould: be ſuch a: Spirir of Profaneneſs, Looſe- 
neſs and Filfulnſs againſt Counſel in our dayes } Truly, if the Means we 

have do not cure us;; what is !1ikeroictire us2 God will either make us 
better, or leave us, God would heat us, - and we will not be healed, | 

Object. If Ged be willing to heal a people, how is it then that they are nat 
healed ? how can the.Creature withſtand him ? 

Anſw, God in willing, doth not alwayes wilt accordiny to his Omni- 
potent'Power, Gods faid to be willing to theal a people, in that he 
affords to them all healing Adeans, and though mans will cannot over- 
come Gods power, Yet it .can-refilt Gods Means, neither is it a Meta- 
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phyfical Inability inman,:but.a Formal Wilulneſs that hinders healing, -- 
> \'Whena people through their -Wilfulneſs grow: worſe and, worſe un- 
der che Means of Healing, . they reſiſt 'the means of their healing, and 
their condition becomes deſperate. I :46 , 

Having diſcovered to you ſome of the Diſeaſes that are. amongſt-us 
ic being ſo evident chat we are a ſick people, that we may be ſenſible 
of the:ſadneſs of: our condition, let. us confider what the Evils of S$ick- 
neſs are.” CLOUD 1 | | 
'” 1,” Sickneſs takes away the Comfort: of $ acrety.,, ſo that the company 
of deareſt Relations becomes burdenſome, This 1s the Evil of ſome of 
our Sicknefſes, - thoſe that were wont to take ſwert connſel together, 
ro go to the Houſe of God. together, now ate weary of each others com- 
pany ; thoſe that formerly could walk together with one heart, in one 
way; that could Peay rogecher;,. Sivg togerher, Hamble themſelves toge- 
cher, Bow they are (eſtranged one trom another , either they have ne 
Communion, or no comfort in Communion. © : 

2. '\Sickneſs makes the beſt and moſt pleaſant food burdenſome : AS the 
Ga ftomack., ſo the ſick. ftamack /oaths the. honey-comb, The fick man, 
Pſal. ro7.18. his ſoul.is-{aid to 1abbor alhameats;, this is another: evil EffeRt | 
of the Diſeaſes: ebatt-are;amongitus;:by reaſon of: Sickneſs, the Ordi- 
nances of God thatjwere for merly ſweet: and.pleafant, are now become 
burdenſome. Have not. many cauſe to be convinced that they are ſick, ſee- 
ing chey finde that choſe, Grdingaces and. Detics that were in times paſt 
their-meat and drink, and:of arefreſhing nature; are. now 1 ghced .and 
diſefteemed, of ng account with.chem'? nay, ſome (ſ{o.ſad' is. cheir caſe) | 
abhor:the ſpiritual: foo: that once they found ſweetneſs 10, . which. is a ſign | 
ef dreadfal::Apoltinty; 7:55 ud int ant nnd he 13 dh nets als he 

| 3. Sickneſs brings 4 Conſumption of Fleſhand, Spirit ,.this is another 
ſad Effet of our, Sicknelles, How many: bt there this :day chat- have 
leanne(s in their fouls ? ter, graces: ahghirfhe,; Grace 1c felt ſeems ro be | 
ready p0/diel) 1.0027 | oped 11953) M1653 fe Bi t\ inks "IN 

4.\ Sickneſs takes avay Beanty : Pal: 39.17 2) His. beauty conſumes away like 
a Moth © The Nazatines were blacken then'a goal; n0t known in the ſtreets, 
Lan. 4.8. Spiritual (ickaeſſes have' ſtained the Beaury of the whole 
Country. When Sion was5a«Praiſe in the Earth, and her Renown 
was great, Holineſs: and, Righteoufneſs , | Peace. and Unity were her 
Beaury ; bur theſe are,in a great-meaſure::Joſt\, and her Beauty 4 

ONne, Cab $7 RAM MST |  fjo[4} 05 : 4b; 

The Beauty of many of the Profeſſors of Religion is fo much Goren, 
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that theyre ſcarcely known by their Dmwties, Dealings, Love, Blambleniſs,. 


Meckotſs, as they were in times paſt, By Pride, Covetorſne/r, pranron> 
n:(s, Frowarane(ſs, God is Jiſhonoured, and their glory1s gone, 'O the 
wonderful Change that Spiritual ſickneſs hath made ! k 

5. hp ce a forermner of Death, when there 1s a ſick Bed, there 
iS an expe&ation of a Grave, Heman ſpeaks perſonally of himſelf, P/al, 
88.3. My life draws nigh unto the grave: Our Sicknefles give us cauſe to 
fear we are not 'farre off-the grave, When-the beſt and moſt proper 
Phyſick will not work, it's a ſign that Death approacheth, Are we not 
this day making graves for all our Bleſlings and Comforts ? Have we 
not reaſon to'expet that ere long our Mourners. will go up and down, 
and fay, How is New-Ergland fallen! That Lond that was a Land of 
Holineſs, hath loſt her Holineſs! that was a Landof Righteouſneſs, hath 
loft her Righteonſneſs! that was a Land of Peace, hath loft hty Peace ! that 
Was a Land of Liberty, is noWw'in"ſore bondage ! Sin brings Death near, 
and ſets God afarre off, and-hence we: muft be riſerable, All thar 
come to viſit us, had need to minde us of our latter end, - the death of 
our Mercies. If God deal with: us, as he hath been wont to deal with 
others, he will make us a better people, or teave us, When a-people have 
the Means of healing,” and ate not healed, there 1s cauſe ro fear that 
God loaths and reje&ts them, See how the Prophet expoſtulates the caſe 
with God, Zerem. 14.10; Huaft "thou utterly reyefrd 7 ndah ?* hath thy ſoul 
loathed Sion ? Why haſt thou ſmitten 1s, and there is mo healing for wu ? 


Fe looked for peace, and. there is no good 5. and for the time of healing, aud 


behold trouble. 


There arethree things ſpeak ſadly ro us, and tell us we have little 


cauſe to be ſecure. 

1.. That thereare fo few born to Jeſus Chriſt : Indeed Children are 
multiplied, but there is not much cauſe of joy therewith, but rather of 
fear that they are born for the Sword, .and Famine, and other Judpe- 
ments :: When a Land bears not to 'Chrift, it is a f&n the Children there- 


in are bornto Judgement : How'much hath God'eſtran zed himſelf from: 


his Ordinances? how little Converting-work is there among us ? we ſee 
that a great part of the young generation are profane, and ſpend the beſt: 
of their time in Satans ſervice, and know net the God of their fathers, 


2, Another thing thar ſpeaks ſadly to vs, 15, That under all the means: 


of grace, there is {0 little Spiritual growth amongſt thoſe that are borh to 
Jeſus Chrift,” Barrerineſs makes way for curſingand rejeRtion. 
q-- Th&Noiſe that is in the Houſe of God, a confuſed Noiſe ; This is 
| Ps ( £5145". —"ohalk 
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that which God could. never endure in his Houſe, it exceedingly flirs up 
his wrath : Whenthe Temple was to be built, there was not to be the 
_ of a Hammer, 1 Kings 6.7, Itis a dangerous thing to cauſe God 
to live unquietly in his own Houſe, to make him weary of his own dwel- il 
ling-place, God was never weary of the noiſe of his peoples Prayers in 
his Houſe, but of the noiſe of their Contentions, the noiſe of their 
Prayers is pleaſant, but the noiſe of theſe Contentions his ſoul abhors, 

VSE 2. Let this be matter of Aamiration, as well as of Humili a 
tion tO us, that a ſick people that have all Means to heal them, are nor 
healed ; that thoſe who have Gile:ds Balm, and Gileads Phyſicians, are 
yet ſick; andif we do not wonder ac it, ſtrangers will hereafter, That a 
people that have ſuch proper ſutable Means, are ſtill unrecovered, and 
dying under them. I ſpeak not to flatrer ; We have a godly 2agiſtracy 
that have made it manitelt that they are willing, yea earneſtly deſirous 
of healing the Sicknefſes of Charch and Stare, We have godly AMinj- 
flers, that I am conhdent would ſpend and be ſpent for the Recovery of 
the health of the daughter of Sion : We have holy Ordinances, and we have 
ſome Mourning aud Praying Saints, that lament the Evils that are among 
us ; and Gods Providences call upon us daily to get our ſickneſſes healed : 
and is it not a wonder, that a people that have ſuch Means and Mercies 
ſhonld {till qo of their Diſeaſes? Oh! that that which is ſaid of | 
Nineveh, might never be faid of us, There i uo healing of thy bruiſes, 
thy wound is grievous! Nahum 3. 19. It would be ſad, if God ſhould 
threaten us as he doth Egypt, Jer.q46.11. In vain ſhalt thon uſe many me- 
dicines, for thou ſhalt not be cured, Or if God ſhould ſay as once con- 
cerning Babylon, Jer.51.9. We Would have healed Babylon, but foe is not 
healed ; forſake her, and let us go every one into his own Country, It, was no 
wonder that theſe Heathen Nations could. not be healed, bur it is matter 
of aſtoniſhment that S70z is not, that New-Z#»gland ſhould have fo much 
Means of Healing, and yet continue. ſick , that a people that are lifted up 
ro Heaven with Mercies, ſhould be fo likely to be thrown down to Hell. . 

USE 3. Let it ſerve to perſwade Gileads Phyſicians. to put forth 
their utmoſt endeavours for the healing of the wounds and ſickneſles of 
the dangtter of Sion. © IRS ALE 

1 would dire& this Uſe to our Honoured Magiſtrates, to my Reverend = 
Brethren in the Miniſtry, and to.all Mourning and Praying Saints. 

Firſt, To. you. who are our Honoured Magiſtrates, who are by..the 
Providence of God Patres Patrie, The Fathers of our Country : I hope 
it will not be called Preſumprion, if I ſhould give my humble Advicefor 
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the healing of $/o», Sickneſs, and leave ir at your feet, God hath called 
you to be Healers to a poor ſick Country ; That word in Scripture thar 
is rendred to govern, is divers times rendred to heal, ſo 1/a.39,26, and 
in 1/4,3. 6,7. the Rulers are called Healwys ; the Prophet tells us, that 
when the people by their ſin have brought all things into Confuſion, and 
their ruine almoſt preſent, then they ſhall be deſirous of healing Rulers, 


4A man ſhall take hold of his brother, and ſhall ſay, Be then onr Ruler, and 
let this Ruine be nnaer thy hand : but wver,7, In that day ſhall he ſwear, 


ſaying, I will not be an Healer , the meaning is, a Ruler : A Diſeaſe ſome- 


times is ſo deſperate, no Phyſician will undertake its cure; the Patient ſo 

froward and unruly, that none will meddle wich him: this may at laſt be 

the condition of a froward people, The Lord keep us from that woful day, 
That 1 would humbly offer, is this : | 

1, That you do your utmolt for the Extirpation of Profaneneſs, it is 
a growing Evil in the Country : This is one of the great Works God 
hath called you that are Afagitrates and Depaties unto; I know your 
nearts are upon this Work ; if there be not enough done already to pre- 
yent Profaneneſs, I beſeech you do more, and fee that your Laws be put 
in Execution , and eſpecially let it be your care, That the Lords Sabbaths 
may be ſanctited: Give your Civil SanRion to that holy Command 
of God, Thoſe that would diſpute away the SanRification of the 
Chriſtian Sabbath, do but diſpuce away the Power of Godlineſs: it 
1s Chriſts Inſtitution, the Obſervation of it hath the influence of a pecu- 
lar Blefling, In the Primitive Times the Obſervation of it was a Badye 
of Chriſtianity, This was a common Queſtion propounded to thoſe 
that would joyn with the Aſſemblies of the Saints, Servaſt; Dominicum ? 
The Anſwer was, Chriftianus ſum, intermittere non poſſum, If this Day 
be ilighted, Practical Religion will quickly be loſt, and a door will be 
ppened for Gods ſeyereſt Judgements, Slighting of the Lords Sabbaths, 
and a decay of the power of Godlineſs, anally 80 together, The: Pro- 
fane in Praflice, and the Erroncous in 7udgement, are the great Enemies 
of SanFtifying Sabbaths, Let us remember , The. Obſervation of it 
hath the Promiſe of God ; The Fire of Gods Wrath is not like to come 
where his Sabbaths are obſerved. 

2, Let jt be your Endeavour to ſettle the Preaching of the Goſpel in 
«| places within your JuriſdiRion, by thoſe that are in ſome meaſure 
ficted ; you will finde ſuch places where the Preaching of the Goſpel is 
jong Wanting , will proye the Nurſeries of Profanenefs, ſuch placeg 


Will breed vp Enemies to God and Jeſus Chriſt, I doubt not bur ſome +. 
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= think it their Priviledge and Liberty to live withont a Goſpel-Miniſtry ; . 
4 ſ\uch perſons are either grofly Ignorant, or groſly Erroneous, © Your 
Endeavours to ſet up Lights in ſuch dark places, will be pleaſing to 
God : it will be an honour to God, and an honour to you, if: you ſee 
that Chriſt be Preached in every corner of the Colony, Ir is by Chriſt 
that K:ygs reign, and that Relers rule, Prov.8.15,16. You are Chrili's Offi- 
cers, though not inthe Church, and are to labour his Exaltation ; and 
your work 15, to labour that all may be brought in ſubjection to him, 

3, Let all Incendtaries be branded, all ſuch as are itirrers up of Strife 
and Diviſion, that are Salamanaders, that love to live in the Fire, that are 
Fire-brands in Church and Common-wealth, that are Inſtruments of Con- 
rention in Court and Country , let ſuch be marked in the Churches, and 
let them de abhorred by all that love God, Rem.16.17. they are lnitru- 
ments of great evil; Let their Corruprions be kept under by good Laws, 
ard their Manners healed, It's a bitter Imprecation the. Apoitle hath, . 
G-l.5.12. I would they Were cut off that trouble you. 

There.is a Story, that the Swevians had a Law, That ina fray where 
Swords Were arawn, if a Woman or a Childe did but cry Peace, though they 
were a great Way off, they muſt end the quarrel, or elſe he died that ſtrook the 
next Bluw aſter Peace was named, Burt alas, where Contentions are, the 
noiſe is ſo great that thoſe that cry Peace are not heard, nay, thoſe that 
ſpeak of Peace are accounted Enemies. Some are of {uch unquiet ſpirits, 
they make the places where they-live uncomfortable, 

4. . Let it be your great care, That the great Truths of: God, the Faith 
once committed to the Saints, may be preſerved : Bzy the Trath, an4 ſell. 
it not, Prov,23.23. Truth 1s the molt precious Jewel chat God hath truſted 
his people wich. Satan hath been labouring to rob us of this cur greatelt 
Tewe!l; through the Apoltacy of ſome, Errour hath been ſpread, and 
Truth is clouded in the eyes of roo many. . The preſervation of Truth 
requires much Wifdorme, Zeal, 'Tenderneſs and Moderation. 

F; There is a neceſlicy of Wildome tn the management of this great work; 
? for you will tnde, that perſon3 that are in Errour are of divers farts : 

; 1. Some have we.th underſtandings, and yer have lincere hearts, tender 
Conſciences, and unwillingly differ from the generality of the godly. 
Pity and forbearance 1s due to ſuch, 

2, There are others that ſhew much wilflzeſs, pride and frowaraneſs, 
nothing-of Conſcience, haye a Frenzy, a Madneſs, Theſe ought to be 
kept from hurting others, 

3, There isa difference to be pnt between fer and crater Erronrs, 
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for Sions Wounds, Is 
for there are Fandamentalia in Fide, which are called 1Tagnalia Di, and 
there are Ainutili: Leal muſt be wiſely ordered, according to the na- 
ture of Truths, It would argue Hypocrilie to be ſubſtantial in Circun:- 
ſtantial Truchs, and circumſtantial 1n che Subſantials of Faich and Repen- 
tance, Panl's counſel to Titzs was, in matters of Conſequence to afſirm 
conſt antly, Tit.3.8. but to avoid z; wali(s gueſt irons, ver.9. Thoſe Truths that 
more eſpecially concern Gods glory and mans falvation, (hould be eſpe- 
cially prized & preſerved. Labour to keep the gr eat truths of God in credir, 

It would not confi{t with love to God and Teſus Chriit, to tolerate that 
which-would blaſpheme the Name of God, or damn the Souls of men: 


Neither would i: confi: t wich our profeſſion of love to Chriſt or Saints, 
ro trouble tnoſe that peaceably Giffer from the generality of Gods people 


in leſler thinps, Tiwvic that are like to live in Heaven wich us at laſt, we 3 | 
ſhou'd endeavqur | che) 1151: hve peaceably with us here, Taoſe that dif- - A | 
fer in leſſer things, and C14 nirirge the juſt Tiberties of others, why . 
ſhould th ey nNOt ave D{GC A well- Sos 9g, T olcration were Very defir C- : 


able in ail Chri!! 1:n Conmon wealhs, that there may be no jul [t occaſion 
for any to compl in of Cruelty or Per rſecution . buc it muſt be /zch a T 0+ F.-4 
lerati:n,chat God may not be publickly blaſphemed, nor Ido/atry practiſed. 

Neiher oughrany Errour to be tolerated, that hath a2 rendency in its NF 
own nature to Profaneneſs, or the diſtur bing of Peace and Order in 1 
Church or State, You are to labour to do all chiugs fo, that you may | 
keep God and Chriſt with you. 

Though, i: be the duty of Magiſtrates to ſee that the great Truths of 
God be nor viied, nor trampled in the dirt; yer this I judge e I may con- $4 
fidently afficm, Thar Truth never St 8 ound by a violent oppoſition of I | 
Caller Errours: Yetitis the duty ot the people of God to contend for 
the lealt of Truths, and it ſhould be their endeavour in the Spirit of love 
and meekneſs, to convince perſons of cheir leſſer Errours, and thoſe thar 
do difzr ought to be of a teachable ſpirt ir, and t9 keep a holy tear of de- 
parting from the common {aith, though in the leaſt things ; tor, when per= 
ſons ca! aly let $0 lefſzr Truths, they quickly fall into great Erronrs. 

Secondly, } have a word to my Reverend Brethren in the AMnxiſiry , 31 
and thisT would preſs upon my ſeit and you, | 


"% Ler'us all be quickly and Gecddy {eniible or the wour nds of Sion, of 
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19g and repatrin Ss. let not us be ſecure \ Wile $728 is {ick ; "Let ic be onr | 
careto kill che Cockatricein the E Gge, to make an end of Differences as | 
| ſoon as they begin; #: breaches be not repaired, they g'ow great quick- | 
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ly ; if a houſe be on fire, if the fire be not quenched quickly, afterward it 
will be too late to attempt it, Let not the beginnings of Diviſions be con- 
temp:ible, a weak Enemy, being lighted, becomes potent: A wound 
when it is green may be quickly healed, bur if ir be ler feſter and gan- 
Srene, at la(t it is paſt cure. The ſpirirs of perſons are not much imbicter- 
ed at firſt, whereas afcerwards they become irreconcileable, As you are 
Watchmen, ſo watch the times and ſeaſons to preſerve and recover 
Peace in the places God hath fer you in. 

z. Labour to fee Eye to Eye, be of one minde and heart :. this will 
help to make up the glory of che beſt times. 7/a.5 2.8. Thy Watchmen ſhail 
lift up the voice, with the voice together (hall they ſing ; for they ſhall ſee 
exe to ee : they ſhall be of the ſame judgement, and ſpeak the ſame thing. 
We that are Leaders of the people, muſt take heed we do-not cauſe them 
roerre: Let it be our careto ſubjet our judgements to. the Word 
of God, and take heed that we our ſelves never become Se&-matters ; 
and therefore we had need beware leſt Pride lead us into Errour and 
Singularicy. It ſhould be the great work of Minilters, to keep them- 
felves humble, to tread in the ſteps of our dear Lord, who is our Pattern, 

3, Labour to reconcile D.fferences by ſtrong Arguments, with meek- 
neſs of- Spirit, put an end to Diviſions, if Self-denial will doit; become 
all things to a'l men. Let it be your great aim co unite men to Chriſt, and 
one unto another. And for that end, Deny your ſelves for Chriſt's ſake , 
bear as farre as you can without (in, with the weakneſs and frowardneſs 
of thoſe that are-ſ1ck. 

4. Let not the Kids of the Flock be forgotten, they are Members 
wich us of the fame Body, let chem have your love and care, pray 
much for them, labour to teach them the good wayes of the Lord, the 
Trade-way to Heaven : and the more hopeleſs you are of thoſe that are 
SrOwn to years, by reaſon of their Stubbornneſs, the greater ler your 
care be of thoſe that are bur in their tender years: Catechizing would 
be of great uſe in every Congregation, and where there is but one 
Officer in a Church, and no more can be had, it will be neceſſary to get 
the help of ſome able Chriktan in the work of Teaching che Children 
of the Congregation, 

Thirdly, A furcher word of Counſel, is -all you: Saints of the Malt 
High, that love $:9#, and are ſenſible of the ſickneſles of it. 

1. Labour to ger ail your Parts & Gifts ſar.Rified, that they may not puff 
you up; and inſnare you. Some of you through the goodneſs of God,and 
his rich.grace, haye greaterAttainments-in the knowledpe of the anda 


for Sions Wounds, 17 
of the Goſpel then others, be you more exemplary for Humbleneſs and 
Meekneſs then others, One great reaſon why there are ſo many Sick- 
neſles in the daughter of Sion, 1s, becauſe the Gifts of Chriſtians are no 
more ſanRified : when Gifts are not ſanAifed, they occaſton Pride rhe 
Mother of Contention, ſo that thoſe that ſhould lead the people into 
Peace and Love, lead them into Niviſions, and are Firebrands in the 
Houſes of God, | 

2. Endeavour to mortifie thoſe Luſts that incline you to Contention ; 
for Contentions do not come ſo much from outward provecations, as 
from inward corruptions : Jam.4.1., All wars come fromluſts , if Pride, 
Paſſion, and Selt-love were mortified, there would be more peace and 
agreement : but mens luſts are ſo dear to them, they will rather adven- 
ture their own peace and the Churches, then part wich chem. 

3, Labour for that wiſdome that i from above, Which is pure, gentle, 


praceable, eaſie to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, Jam.3.17, 1f 


you have bitter envying and ſtrife in your hearts, glory not, ver.14, but be 
aſhamed whatever your parts and gifts are, Take our Saviours counſel, 
Hark 9.50. Have ſalt in your ſelves, aud: peace one with another : the ſalt 
of Wiſdome tends to Peace and Unity. 

4. Be ſnare you love the publick good of Sioz, if the love of Sie doth 
reign in your hearts, you will ſeek the welfare of it ; It was the rrwe 214- 
ther that would not ſuffer the Childe to be divided. Thou ſhouldelt (o 
love the peace of the Church, that when a ſtorm begins chouſhoulde(t 
fay, If 1 am the man that cauſe this, caſt me out, let the Church have hey 
peace, The Romans bad a Temple dedicared fovi depofitorio, the Senators 


*went thither and [aid down their mutual Contentions, before they went 


to the Senate- houſe : and divers of the Heathen would lay afide their 


private Quarrels for the Common Good, which doch ſhame ſome Chri- 
{tans in our dayes. | 


5. Let thoſe that agree in Fundamentals, and have Union with the 


_ fame Head, walk together in love and peace: this' we are preſſed to 


Phil,3.16., Why ſhould there not be a hearty fove between' thoſe that 


are of the ſame Faith? Remember thar the Peace-makers are bleſſed : 


Peace and Vnion are humane Saviours to Countries and Churches . Dulce 
omen paces, Plal, 133. But you mult alfo remember this, That your la- 


bour for Uaity will be 1n vain, if you are enemies to Orcer; Keeping the 


Order God hath appointed, is the way to Peace and Uniry, The Church 


is that one Body of Chriſt, yet this Body is made up of diſtin Members, 
and every Member. hath irs own operation , when every Member” doth: 
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\ks own office, the Body is moſt oney ; yer wherethe, foundation is gold, 


Balm in Gilead 
ſfilyer, and grecious tones, though chere be. ſome hay..and ubble in the 
SuperſtruQure, there ought to be.a.Chriſtian forbearance, 

6. Pray for the Health of Sion, for the Peace of . Feruſalem, Pſal. 12.2.6. 
If the Spirit of. Prayer for Uaity were poured out upon the people of 
God, we ſhould not be long without the bleſſing of Peace in the Chur- 
ches. | 

Pray. then that Means may be effeEua]. for the recovery of the daugh- 


ter of Sion from her Sickneſſes, chat \Gileads Balm.and Gileads Phy/7- 


cians may do good. 

Pray down Diviſions. 

Pray down Errour and Profaneneſs. . 

Pray that thg ,daughter. of $9 may not. want Ns+/ing:fathers, that 
the Land of Liberty may not,. become, the. Houte, of Boncage+ and this 
will beche way to. have the God of Peace divell amons vs, AS we carry 
it towards God, {o will God maniteſt himſelf uo vs: Let us CrY a$ che 
Prophet, Ferem. 17.14. Heal zrs, O Lord, and ire ſhill be h: alc d, a like 
Prayer we reade in P/a{.60.2. God hath promicd, wut? we pray and 
humble our ſelves, he will hear from heaven, ani heal the Land, 2, Chron, 
7.14. and fomecimes he doth heal a froward peopl:, when they are like 
ro periſh of their wounds , T{a. 7. [7,185.4 have ſeen his WAYES, and 1 
will heal him : when we go adout to heal by our own sk:11 wichouc God, 
we heal but ſlightly, 7er.8.11. if 

I ſhall onely adde ſome Morives to preſs every one in his. place and cal- 
ling, to laboar to recover the health of the danghter of Sion, | 

Motive 1. If there be Sicknels in che Church, there will he little 
health in the Common-wealth : In the Land of F44ah, when the building 
of the Temple was neglected, the Worſhip of God defiled, a decay in 
Rel'sion, it never went well with the Common-wealth,. Let us believe 
it, that things amiſs in the houſes of God, are the chief cauſe char it 
goes ill with che Country, ror 

2. Sickneſfſes.in Churches endanger the damnation of the Son's of 
many ; they hinder Converſion, harden many bearts, bring the Wayes 
and Worſhips of God into contempt ; and theſe Evils are the fruit eſpe- 
cially of Divifion among thoſe that protels Gudlinels:; If Contentioas 
reign in Churches, ether the world will never think well of. Chriit, 
or never; believe {uca Members of Churches are . Chriits D.ſciples, 
Fohn 1.3:35- | 

What account can be given at lait for this, that Chrit and the true 

| Rel.g'0n 


for Sious Wounds. 


Religion are contemned by the world for the ſike of the. Profeſſors” of 


it? It's ſad, that in our dayes many Profeffors live as thgugh- there 
were no Canaanites nor Perizzites in the Land, If ever you wotild 
have Chriſt and his Wayes well thought of, labour after Vzity, If you 
would. have any more Converted by the Preaching of the Goſpel, la- 


bour after Vzity; If you would enjoy your Church-Priviledges, and 


your Civil, Peace, labour for Tzity; If you would have God remove his- 


frowns; his afflicting hand from us, labour after -zity, Tf ever you 

would be ſerviceable to Chriſt, and one to another, labour after Vat, 
The members of the Body do not give mutual nouriſhment, except 

they be joyned each to other, It is not enough that you Keep up the Or- 


dinances of God for his honour; for the good of your Souls, and for: 


the good .of the Souls of others, except you remove the {tumbling- 


4 


blocks thar that lye in the way'of others, your Contentions, and Cove-* 


tors Prattiſes, XC, 


O you that are the Profeſſors of Religion! it ſeems to be in your 


hand to fave or damn Souls, your gracious Converſation might be a 


means to convert others, and the contrary. may be a_ means of damning: 


others: 


3. Endeavouring to recover the health of the daughter of Sion, will be. 
as croſs a work to the Devil as any you can do, it will be a” croſſing of- 
Satan in one of the greateſt deſigns he. hath on foot in the world: heis 
alwayes either aCting'the part of a Lzox, or the part of a Serpent, either 


perſccuting by open Enemies, or dividirg dearelt friends, Thoſe that 


have reconciling Spirits, that are Peace makers, counter-work Satan, 


they oppoſe him in his great delign, 


4. For your Encouragement, Know, that the Lord doth in a ſpecial | 


manner care for $70, He /oves the Gates of Sica, more then all the dw«l- 
lings of Facob, Plal, 87. 2. The Church is more dear to. him then the 
Common-wealth'; As God, he cares for the Common-wealth: as a Fa- 
thy he cares for the Church: yer Magiſtracy is Gods Ordinance, for 


the help and preſervation of the Churches. And God in giving his 


Laws, doth hr{t command things concerning himſelf and his Worſhip. 
The Church is ſuppoſed to be a poor O-phan, and Kings and Ovens 
are to be their Nur/inr: fathers and Nurfino-mothers, Ia.49.2.3, 


5. It will b2 an Honour to you, to be Inſtruments to heal the darrhter 


of Sion; God will take it kindly at your hands, and honour you thar 


thus honour. him, .1 Sam, 2, 30... Thoſe that baild the old waſte ploces, 
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that. raiſe up the Founeations of many , generations, ſuch foall be called, 
The repalrecyof the preacher, WagSB.TH oo, 
6, Conſider this, the time-may came that Ehurehes, Ocdinances, 
Communion with Saints, may be more precious then the Gold of 
Ophir, | | 
4 i ſhall cloſe with this one Word, which is to Exhort and Perſwade 
| you all, to encourage and ſtrengthen the Hearts and Hands of thoſe thar 
God hath in a ſpecial manner made Phyſicians, do as the people did, 
 Webem,16.209. T hey clave to their Brethren the Nobles, &c, Take heed of 
dſcouraging them, but ſay to thoſe that are your Rulers, This matter oj 
Healing the daughter of Sion belongs to you ,' but we will be with you, 
Exra 10.4, then itis well, when all work cogether for God, It is ſaid, 

2 Chron, 39.26. Hezekjab humbled himſclf, 'and the Jubabitants af ferge 
ſolem With him, and wrath came not in bu dayes, If the Lord give us hearts 

co cake theſe Counſels which he hath offered to us this day, we ſhall he the 
more likely tro go to-our” fathers jn peace, and leave a bleſſing behinde 
ns for poſterity, y 
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-" Here is now going to the Preſs ſyndry excellent and divine Poems, 

entitruled, Afeat ont of the E ater , Or, Ateaitations FONCEY MING the 
Wecefſity , Erna, and Uſefulneſs of Aﬀurftipns unto Gods Children, All 
zrading to prepare then for, and comfort them grader the Croſs,” By Michael 
[Fieg'eſworth, + Es 
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